
SpeechWise Speech and Language Therapy 
 

BLANK Level Questions in Everyday situations 
 

What are Blank Level Questions? 
Marion Blank found there were four different levels of questions ranging from basic 
questions; asking for simple concrete information to more complex questions; asking for 
more abstract information.   

It is important to ask questions at the right level for your child; asking a child lots of 
questions that they are not able to answer can be very confusing.  Asking questions at 
the right level will increase a child’s confidence. 

 
How do I know what questions to ask? 
You might have got some information from your class teacher or speech and language 
therapist letting you know what level you need to be working at.  If not simply start from 
Level 1 and work your way up, following your child’s lead. 
 
As a very rough guide at 2-3 years of age try to stick to asking level 1+2 questions.  At 
around 4-5 years you can start to add in some level 3+4 questions if your child is ready 
and can answer lots of different level 2 questions in lots of different situations. 
 
How many questions should I ask? 
Always make sure you use lots of comments about what you and your child are doing 
alongside your questions; especially in the earlier levels and if you are introducing new 
vocabulary. 
 
Use the hand rule as a guide: 1 question (thumb) to every 4 comments (fingers) 
 
What if my child doesn’t know an answer? 
Especially when you are asking trickier questions or introducing a new type of question 
your child might struggle to answer it.   
If your child cannot answer a question you can either give them a prompt/hint or simply 
answer it for them; giving them a good model answer to help them to learn for next time  
 
Remember we are not testing; we are teaching 😊 
 
There are a few different types of prompts you can use.  They include: 

- Giving them a choice e.g. Is it a frog or a tiger? 
- Physical prompt e.g. Pointing/indicating  
- Giving them the start of an answer e.g. “because you might…” 

Sometimes your child will just need a little thinking time so remember to pause 
and wait a few seconds after asking a question before giving them a prompt of 
an answer.  
 
Attached are some sheets giving you some ideas of what questions to ask in a 

variety of everyday situations.  
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BLANK Level Questions 
 

Remember to always use lots of comments alongside your questions and if your child struggles 
to answer give them a prompt or model the answer. 

 

Meal Time 

BLANK level 1: the child can see the things that are being asked 
about i.e. they are in the room and the answers are obvious 
 
What’s this? Can you find me a cup? 
What’s that called? Can you find another one like this? 
What am I doing? Who has the salt? 

 
 
BLANK level 2: the child can see the things that are being asked about but you are asking them in 
more detail 

 
Where is the dog?  Can you find something I can use to stir the food? 
What is in the bowl? Can you find something that is a food (category) 
What colour is the cup? Can you find me a big cup? 
What can we do with a knife? Can you show me who is wearing a red and stripe top? 

 
 
BLANK level 3: the child may or may not be able to see the things that are being asked about and 
the answers are now less obvious and a little more subtle 

 
What is a spoon? What is a siv? (definition) This is Jack’s favourite dinner. How does Jack feel?  
We’ve finished eating.  What will happen 
next? (prediction) e.g. tidy up 

Can you find me something that is NOT red?  

Oh no, I got some pasta on the floor. What 
should I do next? (problem-solving) 

Can you tell me how to set the table? (sequencing) 

Find something you use with this (e.g. knife & 
fork) (word associations) 

Can you eat some chicken and then give me the salt 
(following multi-part instructions) 

 
 

BLANK level 4: the child can’t see the things being asked about.  The questions are trickier now 
meaning they need to use reasoning and problem-solving 
 
What would happen if we left our food on the 
floor? E.g. the dog would eat it (consequence) 

My chips are burnt.  Why do you think they are 
burnt? E.g. left them in the oven (explanation) 

Why can’t we put our orange juice 0n a plate? 
(negative + consequence) 

We’ve ran out of ice-cream for pudding, what could 
we do? (problem-solving) 
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 Remember to always use lots of comments alongside your questions and if your child struggles 
to answer give them a prompt or model the answer. 
 

Helping with Laundry 
 
BLANK level 1: the child can see the things that are being asked about i.e. 
they are in the room and the answers are obvious 
 
What’s this? Can you find me a sock? 
What’s that called? Can you find another one like this? 
What am I doing? Who’s top is this? 

 
 
BLANK level 2: the child can see the things that are being asked about but you are asking them in 
more detail 

 
Where is the top?  Can you find something I wear on my feet? 
What is in the washing machine? Can you find something that is a food (category) 
What colour is the towel? Can you find me a blue top? 
What can we do with a jumper? Can you show me who is wearing a red and stripe top? 

 
 
BLANK level 3: the child may or may not be able to see the things that are being asked about and 
the answers are now less obvious and a little more subtle 

 
What is a washing line? (definition) Jack’s favourite top has dirt all down it. How does 

Jack feel?  
The washing machine has finished.  What will 
happen next? (prediction) e.g. take them out 

Can you find me something that is NOT yellow?  

Oh no, I got some dirt on my clothes. What 
should I do next? (problem-solving) 

Can you tell me how to hang the clothes out to dry? 
(sequencing) 

Find something you use with this (e.g. clothes 
& pegs) (word associations) 

Can you put the clothes in the washing basket and 
bring the basket downstairs (following instructions) 

 
 

BLANK level 4: the child can’t see the things being asked about.  The questions are trickier now 
meaning they need to use reasoning and problem-solving 
 
What would happen if we didn't dry our 
clothes? E.g. they would be wet and we 
couldn't wear them (consequence) 

My clothes are dirty.  Why do you think they are 
dirty? E.g. they haven't been clean (explanation) 

Why can’t we put wet clothes back in our 
drawers? (negative + consequence) 

We’ve run out of washing powder, what should we 
do? (problem-solving) 
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BLANK Level Questions 
 

Remember to always use lots of comments alongside your questions and if your child struggles 
to answer give them a prompt or model the answer. 

 

Home Corner 
 

BLANK level 1: the child can see the things that are being asked about 
i.e. they are in the room and the answers are obvious 
  
What’s this? Can you find me a cup? 
What’s that called? Can you find another one like this? 
What am I doing? Who has the teapot? 

  
  
BLANK level 2: the child can see the things that are being asked about but you are asking about 
them in more detail 

  
Where is the plate?  Can you find something that is a food (category) 
What is in the saucepan? Can you find me a big cup 
What colour is the cup? Can you find something I can use to stir the food? 
 What can we do with a knife? How are these different? How are these the same? 

  
  
BLANK level 3: the child may or may not be able to see the things that are being asked about and 
the answers are now less obvious and a little more subtle 

  
What is a spoon? (definition) Teddy is eating dolly’s cake.  How does dolly feel?  
 We’ve put the cake in the oven.  What 
will happen next? (prediction) 

Can you find me something that is NOT red 
(negatives) 

Teddy wants a cup of tea.  What does he 
say? 

Can you tell me how to make a sandwich?  

Oh no, I got some cake on the floor. What 
should I do next? (problem-solving) 

Can you give teddy a drink and then give dolly 
some cake” (following multi-part instructions) 

  
  

BLANK level 4 (objects are not present and they must use reasoning and problem-solving) 
  
What do we need to make a cake? Teddy feels ill.  Why do you think teddy feels ill? 

(explanation) What could we do to make teddy feel 
better? (problem-solving) 

What would happen if we left the cake in 
the oven all day (consequence) 

Why can’t we cook the cake in the washing 
machine? (negative + consequence) 
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BLANK Level Questions 
 

Remember to always use lots of comments alongside your questions and if your child struggles 
to answer give them a prompt or model the answer. 

 

Play dough 
 

BLANK level 1: the child can see the things that are being asked about 
i.e. they are in the room and the answers are obvious 
  
What’s this? Find one like this 
What’s that called? What am I doing? E.g. rolling 
Find me another heart Who has the rolling pin? 

  
BLANK level 2: the child can see the things that are being asked about but you are asking about 
them in more detail 
 
What’s happening? Find something I can use to cut the playdough 
Where is the heart? e.g. on the floor Show me something that is a shape 
What is in the tub? Find me some playdough that is small and 

round 
What colour is the star? How are these different? (same/different) 

  
BLANK level 3: the child may or may not be able to see the things that are being asked about and the 
answers are now less obvious and a little more subtle 

  
 What is a rolling pin? (definition) Tell me something different that you can cut 

with (after cutting with the scissors) 
First we roll the play-dough, what will we do 
next? (prediction) 

You squashed the man! How do you think he 
feels? or “What is he thinking? 
(feelings/thoughts) 

I got some play dough stuck to my dress. 
What should I do? (problem-solving) 

Find me something that is NOT blue 

First find the blue playdough, then roll it, then 
give it to Sarah. (following instructions) 

How do I make a snail? (step by 
step/sequencing) 

 
BLANK level 4 (objects are not present and they must use reasoning and problem-solving) 
  
What would happen if we mixed all the red 
and the white play-dough together 
(consequence) 

Wow – you’ve made a big mess. What should 
you do now? (problem-solving) 
 

Why do you think it is called a ‘cookie-
cutter’?” (explanation) 

Why are the scissors sharp? (explanation) 
 

 


