
The International Primary 
Curriculum 

Vantage Academy Trust 



Introduction

Vision and Values at Vantage Academy Trust 

Curriculum Intent Statement

Vision and Philosophy of the International Primary Curriculum

Foundations for Learning

Foundation 1: Learner Focused

Foundation 2: A Progressive Pedagogy

Foundation 3: A Process to Facilitate Learning for All

Foundation 4: Globally Competent Learners

Foundation 5: Knowledge, Skills and Understanding

Foundation 6: Connected Learning 

Foundation 7: Assessment for Improv ing Learning

Planning with the International Primary Curriculum across 
Vantage Academy Trust 

1

2 

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Contents



Learning across all our schools captures the imagination and

curiosity of all our pupils. Our rich, broad and balanced

curriculum offer ensures that all our pupils encounter a wide

range of learning experiences from the moment they join.



Our Trust schools, provide a rich and varied learning
experience that allows all children to develop their skills and
abilit ies to their full potent ial.
The underlying philosophy at Vantage Academy Trust is that
given appropriate condit ions all pupils can learn, which is

guided by our trust ethos. Review of practice enables school
improvement to occur through recognit ion of strengths and
identification of areas for development.
The primary aim for our curriculum offer across all our schools:

Life-long learning for the communities we serve is the core
business of our Trust.

Introduction
At Vantage Academy Trust, we deliver an inspiring curriculum

which empowers us all to be the very best, enabling us to

contribute to the world in which we live and become learners for

life: thriving for today, ready for tomorrow.



Vision and Values

At Vantage Academy Trust, we are very proud of our values-led ethos; we are a 
principled employer who live by our core values, which you can see embodied by 
the staff across each of our schools.  We welcome enquiries about joining our Trust, 
from those who are like-minded regarding our values and aspirations.

Mission Statement

Our mission is to support and 
encourage the work of 
academies in our Trust 
through the excellent 
education of children and 
young people.

We are passionate about 
ensuring that every child 
gets the opportunities they 
deserve to thrive as learners, 
and ultimately, as global 
citizens. 

Our commitment to 
excellence in teaching and 
learning, in the curriculum, 
across our learning 
environments and in the 
quality of staff we employ is 
all key to providing children 
with the very best start in, 
and preparation for, life.

Maintaining a strong culture 
of professional development 
amongst our teaching staff 
as the quality of education 
in our academies can never 
exceed the quality of its 
teachers.

Developing our academies 
to be centres of excellence 
with a focus on the social 
and spiritual nurture and 
achievement of all their 
members.

Allowing every person to be 
an active and valued 
member of our community 
and developed in their own 
spiritual journey.

Developing future and 
aspirational thinking based 
on our educational heritage 
and to make use of the 
latest research in pedagogy 
and child development, 
ensuring that our wider 
learning environment reflects 
the high aspirations and 
expectations we have for 
ourselves and one another.

Fostering, maintaining 
and celebrating 
individual distinctiveness 
in our schools.

Ensuring our academies 
have a particular 
vocation to the least 
advantaged, to enable 
them, through 
education, to change 
their lives.

Encouraging pupils to 
be curious about the 
world around us and 
see their personal 
learning and growth as 
a continuous journey.

Not setting a limit on 
what is possible for 
ourselves, for one 
another, and for our 
community of schools 



Curriculum Intent

‘Our mission is to support and encourage the work of academies in our Trust through the excellent 

education of children and young people.’ 

Our trust is passionate about ensuring that every child receives the opportunities they deserve to

thrive as learners and ultimately as global citizens. Our commitment to excellence in teaching and
learning, in the curriculum provision, across our learning environments and in the quality of staff we

employ, is all key to providing children with the very best start and preparation for life.

Our Curriculum Ideology: Lifelong learning for all children is the core business of Vantage

Academy Trust. Every child deserves an education which is relevant, engaging and provides a solid
foundation on which to build throughout their primary years and beyond. The underlying

philosophy guided by our mission and values is all pupils can learn, achieve and succeed. And our

curriculum is one of the most important support systems to prov ide this.

Across the family of schools, we recognise that the key skills of reading, writing, oracy and

numeracy are vitally important, but we are clear that test outcomes are not the sole purpose of
the curriculum provision. From the outset of their primary years, all the learners will have access to a

rich, broad, balanced and relevant curriculum which best supports them for the world in which
they live. Our curriculum offer includes a wide range of learning experiences including drama,

sport, music to ensure that at the end of the primary years, all our pupils are well prepared for the

next stage of their education – both academically and socially.

The curriculum is designed to be adapted to the context of the indiv idual schools within the trust,
allowing schools the freedom to be flexible in their delivery of units of work across the non-core

subjects. The curriculum provision across all the
schools in the trust allows pupils to make meaningful
connections between units of work as well as

indiv idual subject disciplines. This ensures
that knowledge gained, skills learned and
understanding applied is embedded

during their primary years, setting firm
foundations for future learning.



The International Primary

Curriculum is an internationally
minded curriculum used in many
countries around the world.

Children of today face more
challenges and opportunities

than any generation before
them. Climate change, political
change, inequality, migration

and rapid technological
advances are just some of the

issues that children will deal with
in their lives.

The vision of the 

International Primary 

Curriculum is to inspire 

learners to be active and 

reflective thinkers who lead 

their own learning now and in 

the future.

Vision and Philosophy of the International 
Primary Curriculum (IPC)

Aim: the aim of the IPC is to

improve learning in schools by
supporting teachers and leaders
through the prov ision of a range

of contemporary, internationally
researched curriculum materials

which are age-appropriate and
engaging.

Philosophy: central to the IPC is
the belief in, and commitment

to, the holistic development of
learners through enjoyable and
connected academic, personal

and international learning that
prepares them for opportunities

now and in the future.



The IPC is designed and driven by underpinning foundations that ensure the

curriculum remains learning focused and puts the goal of improv ing learning
at the centre of what we do as a Trust. The following seven underpinning
foundations form the structure of the IPC.

▪ Foundation 1: Learner-focused personal, international and subject 
learning goals

▪ Foundation 2: A progressive pedagogy

▪ Foundation 3: A process to facilitate learning for all

▪ Foundation 4: Globally competent learners

▪ Foundation 5: Knowledge, skills, and understanding are taught, learned 
and assessed differently

▪ Foundation 6: Connected learning

▪ Foundation 7: Assessment for improv ing learning

The 7 Foundations for Learning

‘Learning is the process of extending 

and consolidating our neuronal 

connections as we acquire knowledge, 

develop skills and deepen our 

understandings.’

Fieldwork Definition of Learning 



Subject Learning Goals: Learning should be at the core of what every good

school does, and the overarching question that IPC asks is ‘how does this

improve learning?’ The subject learning goals covered the knowledge, skills

and understanding that children learn in:

• Art

• Design, Technology and Innovation

• Geography

• Health and Well-Being

• History

• ICT and Computing

• Language Arts

• Mathematics

• Music

• PE

• Science

Across our Trust schools, some of the subjects listed above are taught through

the IPC units but are further explored through additional subject specific

schemes. The curriculum is designed to be progressive over the primary years,

providing opportunities to consolidate as well as build on prior learning,

making connections in subject disciplines as well as across subjects.

Foundation 1: Learner Focused Personal, International and 
Subject Learning Goals



Personal Learning Goals: The Personal Learning Goals are an integral part of

the curriculum and wider life of the Trust. The 8 key attributes underpin the
personal qualities and learning dispositions that pupils will find essential as
they transition through the primary years and beyond. In each of the Trust

schools, the Personal Learning Goals are at the heart of each school.
Opportunities to experience and practice each of the personal learning

goals are built into the curriculum. The Personal Learning Goals are also
celebrated during worship/celebration assemblies.
The 8 Personal Learning Goals are:

Adaptable

Ethical

Respectful
Empathetic

Communicator
Thinker

Collaborator

Resilient



International Learning Goals: The development of an inquisitive mind and

a sense of curiosity about the world and its people is essential for
international learning. The international learning goals help learners begin
the move towards increasing their knowledge and understanding of

national, international, global and intercultural perspectives on the world
around them whilst developing the capacity to take action and make a

difference.

The internationally-minded learner of today, 

leads the world of tomorrow. 



Foundation 2: A Progressive Pedagogy

A key part of the IPC focuses on brain-based learning. The IPC recognises that we
have two types of memory: the working memory and the long-term memory. The IPC
units of learning work on the theory of children being able to extract prior learning
and apply this to new learning as they complete the units of work across the year
groups. The international curriculum has been designed to promote the use of a
constructive pedagogy in classrooms whereby learners connect new knowledge to
prior knowledge and are actively engaged in constructing their own understanding.
The Knowledge Harvest enables children the opportunity to share what they already
know about the upcoming learning so that it can be tailored accordingly to their
needs. It also supports the strengthening of neuronal connections by helping learners
to make links between new and existing learning.
Across the Trust, learners are actively engaged in connecting prior knowledge,
emerging knowledge and new knowledge through classroom practices such as
Kagan’s CooperativeLearning Strategies.

‘Collaboration allows us to 

know more than we are 

capable of knowing by 

ourselves.’

Paul Solarz



All IPC units follow the process to facilitate learning with a learner at the

centre, which is structured to make sure that children’s learning
experiences are stimulating and therefore effective. The key parts of the

process include: Entry Point, Knowledge Harvest, Explaining the Theme,
Research, Record, Reflect and the Exit Point, all underpinned by
assessment for improving learning. The process to facilitate learning is

repeated many times through an academic year, providing familiarity and
routine to children’s learning journeys.

Foundation 3: A Process to Facilitate Learning for All

Entry Point: Each unit  is launched in 
a way that sparks interest and 
curiosity, prompting recall of 
previous learning and generating 
excitement for the new learning to 

come.

Knowledge Harvest: This provides an 
opportunity for children to share 
what they already know about 

the theme and enables teachers to 
tailor and different iate their lessons 
accordingly.

Explaining the Theme: How the unit  

will progress is shared so that learners 
make stronger connections 
between exist ing knowledge and 
future learning.

Research, Record, Reflect: Each task 
has three components which 
combine to extend knowledge, 
develop skills and deepen 
understanding. 

Exit Point: The Exit  Point completes 
every thematic unit ; bringing 
learners together to celebrate and 
demonstrate what they have learnt.



Foundation 4: Globally Competent Learners

Vantage Academy Trust firmly believes that our children will be better equipped

for life beyond school if they are more globally aware. In order for children who
learn through the International Curriculum to become engaged globally,
competent citizens, it is crucial for them to develop not only a strong interest in

their own and other cultures and a deep understanding of multiple perspectives,
but also a keen desire to help shape local and global communities through

actions that impact positively on society. Being globally aware starts in our own
school community before expanding to the local area and then further afield to
the UK and more globally. All units within the International Curriculum cover an

international dimension to allow the children to reflect, deepen their
understanding of the world in which they live. Across the trust, all our pupils are

encouraged to be ‘internationally minded’ which is defined as ‘having an

awareness of ourselves and others’.



Across the international curriculum, Knowledge, skills and understanding are all
considered valuable. All of the Knowledge Learning Goals start with ‘to know’, all of the
Skills Learning Goals start with ‘be able to’ and all of the Understanding Learning Goals
start with ‘understand’. Icons for knowledge, skills, and understanding are shared with
children along with the definit ions for each.

Foundation 5: Knowledge, Skills and Understanding are 

taught, learned and assessed differently

Knowledge Definition: We think of 
knowledge as ‘knowing 
that’.

Characteristics of knowledge: Knowledge can 

be new or consolidated. Knowledge is continually 
expanding and can change as new discoveries 

are made.

Skills Definition: We think of 
skills as ‘being able to do 
something’.

Characteristics of skills: Skills are learnt in a 

practical way; they can be new or consolidated. 
We define developmental stages of acquiring skills 

as ‘Beginning, Developing. Mastering and 
Innovating’.

Understanding Definition: We think of 
understanding as 
‘making meaning’.

Characteristics of understanding: Understanding 

is personal and connections have to be made 
actively by the learner in order to make meaning. 

Multiple opportunities should be offered for learners 
to develop and demonstrate their understanding. 

Understanding includes components of knowledge, 

skills and experience.



The International Primary Curriculum promotes connected

learning in a variety of ways. Learning is interdependent,

through connecting ideas to subjects, between subjects and
prior learning to current learning so that the connections in the

brain are reinforced. The thematic units that form the long

term plans for the curriculum, enable children to see the wider

context of their learning and to make connections both

through and across different subjects.

Foundation 6: Connected Learning

Collaborative learning connects learners

and promotes learning focused dialogue.

Connecting with others can strengthen
and broaden understanding within and

across subject disciplines.

Through the range of thematic units, children can transfer

their knowledge, skills and understanding through and

across different subject areas and talk about a theme from
different viewpoints. For example, through the lens of a

historian, a scientist etc.

At the start of each academic

year, the children learn about

the brain. This is an important part
of the curriculum as this allows

learners to deepen their

understanding of how the brain

makes connections between

neurons related to a concept or
idea.

This in turn allows the children to

reflect on the question: how is this

learning relevant to me now and

in the future?



Foundation 7: Assessment for Improving Learning

‘Assessment in education must, first

and foremost, serve the purpose of

supporting learning.’ Black and William

The design of the International Primary
Curriculum promotes assessment for
improving learning. Assessment for improving
learning involves teachers and learners
becoming partners in learning, helping

teachers to further develop the knowledge,
skills and understanding of their learners.

Assessing knowledge: to improve learning,
knowledge assessments should be regular
and simple. The retrieval of knowledge
improves learning. There are a range of ways
to assess knowledge through the IPC

including: Knowledge Harvests, quizzes,
learner responses, vocabulary checks, peer to
peer checks and use of Kagan strategies.

Assessing understanding: this cannot
necessarily be evaluated in the same
way for each learner. Assessing
understanding involves any or all of
the following at different t imes as

appropriate:
• Collection of evidence over t ime
• Teacher judgement
• Open ended task construction
• Application of thinking skills

• Breadth of knowledge so that
connections can be made



Assessment of key skills using the rubrics in the Assessment for Learning Toolkit of the IPC
is required for rigorous implementation of the curriculum. The key skills are considered
to be the foundation of future learning within each subject discipline. Assessment of
the key skills can inform the next stages of teaching and learning.
Across the Trust, schools use teacher rubrics, children’s rubrics and learning advice to

support the assessment process.

Assessing skills

Teacher Rubric: help teachers observe and record
objectively the stage at which children are performing
the Key Skills in terms of ‘beginning’, ‘developing’,
‘mastering’.

Children’s Rubric: child friendly versions of the teacher
rubrics. The age-appropriate language allows the
children to be able to self and peer assess with
confidence. Children are familiar with the terms
‘beginning’, ‘developing’, ‘mastering’ when assessing.

Children know that the term ‘mastering’ does not
mean they have completed their learning!

Learning Advice: specific guidance and advice which
provides meaningful feedback to help children move
from one level to the next with their skill performance.
This forms the final part of the feedback loop – feeding
forwards to next steps and improvements in learning.

Skill assessments are recorded on the Trust MIS: Arbor.
School leaders, subject leaders and teachers are able
to track the progress of pupils across each year group
and subject.



Sample Rubric for Milepost 1
History: to be able to select and record relevant

information about the past.

Teacher Rubric: 

Children’s Rubric: 

Learning Advice:



Planning with the International Curriculum at Vantage Academy Trust

The IPC units of learning are detailed and rigorous however, across each Vantage
school, units are adapted to meet the needs of the school community. The chart
below outlines the process of planning.



Continuous professional development
is encouraged across the Trust for all
members of the staff team. In order to
stay abreast of the latest curriculum
developments with the International
Primary Curriculum, teachers have
access to the My Fieldwork on-line
platform which hosts a range of
opportunit ies to further develop
knowledge and understanding of the
curriculum offer.

Through the Pinboard, staff are able to
connect with teachers around the
world to share ideas and resources.
The Trust has a connection with a Trust
in The Netherlands where Vantage
hosted a 3 day conference looking at
improving teaching and learning as a
collaborat ive piece of work with Dutch
teachers.

Opportunit ies are also given to
colleagues across the Trust to attend
the conference held in Asia which has
a focus on the IPC.

Within the Trust, termly meetings are
held between the IPC Leaders of each
school. This provides opportunit ies for
collaborat ion of learning, sharing
resources, moderat ion of work and in-
house training.

The Self-Review process is an excellent
tool for schools to use to ensure that
they are constantly improving learning
with the IPC. This process aligns with
the 7 Foundations for Learning.

Continuing Professional Development 



‘If we are truly effective teachers, then 
we are creating autonomous, independent 
and self-directed learners.’

Robert John Meehan 



Vantage Academy Trust
Newport Road

Great Lever
Bolton

BL3 3DT

Tel: 01204 565001

Email: quest ions@vantageacademies.co.uk

Twitter: @VantageAcademi1

Facebook: @VantageAcademyTrust

www.vantageacademies.co.uk


